Town of Middleton
Comprehensive Planning Public Participation Plan 

2007-2009

The Town of Middleton will prepare a 20 year Comprehensive Plan (CP) to comply with legislation under state statute 66.1001 (4)(a). The Town Board is required to adopt written procedures that foster public participation in every stage of the plan, including:

· Open discussion

· Opportunities for public input
· Ongoing status communications
· Public meetings with advance notice

PURPOSE:

The purpose of the Public Participation Plan is to provide for a process through which Town of Middleton citizens, public officials and stakeholder groups may meaningfully participate in developing the Town of Middleton’s Comprehensive Plan.  It is based on the understanding that including our community residents and landowners in planning will result in better planning decisions.
GOALS:

Public Awareness – to share information

Public Education – to educate citizens and help them make more informed choices

Public Input – to provide citizens with opportunities to participate in the planning process

Public Interaction – to exchange views and ideas as a means of reaching consensus

Public Partnership –to build support for the Comprehensive Plan.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

1. The Town of Middleton’s comprehensive planning process is grounded in the belief that active public participation will produce a better, more widely supported comprehensive plan for the Town.

2. Public participation strategies will be designed to address the diversity of the Town of Middleton’s population.

3. Every effort will be made to schedule public participation activities at times and locations that are most convenient for citizens.

PROMISE TO THE PUBLIC:  

· Public participation will include the promise that the public’s contribution will influence the alternatives developed and the outcome. 

· Public involvement will be the foundation of this planning process.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION METHODS:

	Awareness & Education

· Direct Mailings to residents and landowners

· News releases on progress

· Displays and Exhibits in the Town Hall: research, mapping, demographics

· Town of Middleton website will be utilized to publish CP updates, take public comment and publish meetings notifications
· Stakeholders will be identified and correlated with issues for targeted outreach



	Public Input
· A facilitated Visioning Process in which the community is asked to comment in writing, drawing, photos or speaking to help develop a Community Vision that reflects shared community values and describes what citizens wish their community to look like in 20 years.  This vision will shape the direction for the CPC.

· Comprehensive Planning Committee (CPC) will involve citizens to serve on the CPC to create the Comprehensive Plan by 12-31-09.

· Town Board, Planning Commission and CPC meetings will encourage public input

· Written input, questions or comments will be welcomed and heard in the context of CPC, Town Board, or Planning Commission meetings

· Email will provide an additional public contact during the process for comment and input to the Comprehensive Planning process. 



	Public Interaction and Partnership
· Open Houses will be held during the process 

· Focus groups may be convened to determine specific community needs and to secure opinions and ideas of major stakeholders

· A resident/landowner survey may be used in the process if it is felt that one would produce needed additional input during the process.

· Public Hearing on the Final Comprehensive Plan with proper notice

· The CP liaison (Project Coordinator) will provide updates to the Town Board and Planning Commission at meetings on a quarterly basis to report progress and status of the project.

	Town of Middleton Newsletter
· The Town will provide CP updates via an e-newsletter during the Comprehensive Planning process to inform citizens of progress, status, issues and opportunities for input. Residents will be encouraged to subscribe to the Town email list.
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