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The City of Middleton has been reluctant to accept annexation of property within the Black Earth Creek Watershed. The City is now being asked to annex Veridian’s proposed Hidden Oaks development.

The City’s current draft of its Northwest and Southwest Quadrant Plans would permit additional annexations within the Black Earth Creek Watershed. Northwestern Stone, the Weltons and the Marshall Erdman Company have specifically requested that the plan permit their lands be eligible to be annexed. 

If the City would cooperate, we could have a joint Transfer of Development Rights program. Under such a program one could have;

a. All new development within the watershed contribute toward preserving other lands within the watershed or,

b. Have development over a certain density (higher City density) contribute toward preserving other lands within the watershed or,

c. Permit closer clustering with a transfer of open space concept within or outside the Black Earth Creek Watershed.

The Town and Village of Cottage Grove have a transfer program. On Monday, I will get information on that program and send it to you.

